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According to the linguistic survey carried out by the 
Dzongkha Development commission in 1991, there are 
twenty different languages spoken in Bhutan including 
Dzongkha which is the official language and^ the 
national language. It is very interesting that some of 
them differ in their background, historical development 
and functional relevance. Except Dzongkha, Byokha and 
Lhotshammikha, the rest of the languages do not have 
literary forms. All Bhutanese languages are Tibeto- 
Burman languages except Lhotshammikha which is 
Indo-Aryan. 

Bhutanese languages can be grouped broadly under 
fi\'e categories e.g. (i) Dzongkha, (ii) Bumthang-kha, (iii) 
Khen-kha, (iv) Sharchhobi-kay and (v) Lhotshammikha. 

(a) Dzongkha (RDZONG-KHA) was known as 
Zhungkha prior to 1971 which remained as oral 
official language. At the same time, it was the 
native language of three main districts of Sha- 
Wang-Pa-Sum i.e., Wangdiphodrang, Thimphu 
and Paro. However, fi:-om 1971, Zhungkha was 
renamed as Dzongkha and gave literary forms 
by using Druk-yig or Lho-yig. It has also been 
developed as the written official language and 
the national language of Bhutan. 
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